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n urban areas fike Delhi, the poor face an acute problem
space for their survival. Moss of them are compeliod fo live wig
the tag of ‘encroscher’ and face a perperual threat of eviinog
fom their 'residence’. The book under review presents @ meticulns
ethnographic smady of the lives -of thote cgzens of Delhi who wee
living ‘illegally’ and faced evicrion due t the emergence of ‘judical
urbanism’, The book explores the complex aspecrs relared o uraba
planning, changing pamre of Public Interest Lisigations [PLs} and
definitions of publie intere, evictions and relocation/resestlement of
different “illegal’ daris, sockal movements in bardr and their s
gies 1o counter the evictons erc., in Delhi In other wards; bt fotuss)
on the dilemma of the marginalized secrions of citizens und their
social movements regarding the judicialation of wrban governanc
because they cannor deal with judiciary with the same strategies a
they have been dealing with their elecred représencanves and the
government officials. Judicial pronouncements in many cases led 1
the evicthons and the most tragie parr is thas evicred faniilies not
only Jost their 'homes' and social milies bur most of them were
never relocared/resertled by the Smee. For Instance, herween Febru-
ary and April 2004 Pashaz or (Yamuna) riverbank barr wete demal-
ished by Court oeder and many Ramilies were relocazed in the nonk-
western periphery of New Delhi, Bawana. However, ‘only 30 pes
cent evicted howuseholds received any Formy of reserdement of fehs-
hiliration’ {p. 1}
Gautam Fhan, argues thar *hai are the rerritonalization of
survival practices of income poor nesidents acress the cities of the
(Global) South’ (p. 234). These poor people bave 1o negonare at
each aspect with u range of actors including the law and the stare
and they are forced to live with persistent poverry and exclusos:
from the ‘mainstream’ of the el In Tndian wrban studies, thees i
been a tendency to focus on the mle of the eecuive, mpact af po-
liberal turn, good governance and the funcrloning of lecal gevem:
ments, but there hay been bnnufficieny snabysis of the tele of judi-
ciary in urban governance. |ndeed, Bhan argues, o upderstand the
camplote picrure of different complex layens of urban life in Indii 4
thorough anabyis of fiedicial activism’ s imperative. He uses puivial
srbarieni 1o describe the miny changes which' bave. accirred in ur
ban governance due o active interventlon by the judiciary shrough
FiLa. For Bhan, judicial urbanitm is 4 mode of arbanization wie
the production of space, social struggle over the meaning of space
and possihitiries of orban citizenship are derermined in & jodical
register, which produces and recognizes the following aspecss: (2
governmenmal ratonalities, (b) technigues and modes of palitcd
engagement and {c) form of personhood and subjectiviey that d
froam the logic of law (p. 248}, By wing all of them ix governs
urban life and malkes 3 huge impact, particulasly on the lives of poof
in the urban areas, It seems that ar lesst in the last owo decads
Court, especially in the PILs relazed to urban problems, has bes
wotldng with the idea thar Government and representative snd
taral politics sre responsible for the ‘encroachment’ in the cry 1
the erastre of barei & an ‘st of "good governance”, of order and of



pablic lnrepsst’ (p, 23}, This panem of the Counts proncancements
has played a crocial mle in the emergence of judicial urbanism.

The PILs. however, also plaved an imporians role in making
justice, accesxible o poos cooeens. I emerped in che bive 19705 a5-a
tool 1o procect the fundamencal rights of marginalized ssctions and
1o ensiire the efficient working of the execurive and it also expanded
many fundamentl righes, partculscy the Right m Life given in the
Arricle 21 of the Constitution. Evalusting che role of PILs in’ che
19808 and eardy 1990s, Upendera Baxi desceibed chis period: as the
'redemoeratizing processes of governance and the practices of poli-
rics’ (po 112} Hawever, in the case of Delhi the scene changed with
the fnduimie Cace of 1996, where the Court mads it clear thar the
righi: b0 livelihood was secondary o che
right o frech gir and live in o poilurion-
free ervironment. And then in many e
the Court focused on making Drelhi s warld
class city rather chan epsuring the righs o
life, livelihoad and humane residence mo
marginelized ‘secrions of the socene The
Court orders pesulved inaseries of evic-
wons berween 2003 and 2010, which re-
duced the ol number of bartér in: Didhi.
It ix-imporeant that in nosmal rimes che
goveinment provides, even though insuli-
aenty, all kind of necessary facilines Like
schoal, primaty health centre, electricicy
1o these banvr. There has been a trend o
regulariie many such basti by the mling
parey just before elections to grab worss
from these aress, which could be under-
linexd as a positive effect of vore polizics.
The judicial coders, however, put a full sop
on all duch mechanics af the ‘politics aof gon.
erned’ and evicthons of bents in Delhi are
the best exmmple of thiz phenomenan, In-
terestingly this ioversion of PIL also-hap=
pened in the oz of forest dwelling com-
munities, where the Supreme Court passed
an order in 2003 ln Godavarman case,
which resufisd in the brorsl evictions of thousands of torest dwelling
comiminities bn different pares of the contry

Bhan presents a histotical understanding of the emergence of
differenic ‘ilegal” darniy in Delbi and argues thae rather than provid-
ing poor people afordable homes, the iban sdministranion has been
indilging in rhe creation of @ space for 'planmed illegalin”. Interes-
ingly, Bhan informs that ‘only 23.7 pescenr of the ciry lives in what
are called “plsnned colonbe™ (p. 19). Obwiously, the w called “ille-
pality’ of resisdence i noy relared o poor residenes of bents only, bur
the iflegal housing of middle and upper middle clas is also par of
ir. The “sheer inadequacy in housing steck...and inability of mamy
housetiolds 1o waiit for allocasions of howsing ssock made by Dethi
Development Authoooy (DDAY (p. 63) have béen o impomans
ressonis, for the emerpence. of ‘unauchorzed colonkes’. Indeed due ta
their low income poor people have por been able m atford good
hinmes, so they live in the praful condidon of beia,

The book evsluates: the: political acriviges of the residents and
activisis of the bt and mies o probe che impact of the active role
of judiciary on the evictions of these dand on the restscance. [t s
imipartant to nore thar James Haolson angwes that in the cimes of the
Sauth, from the peripheries. of cities, residenty organize movements
of inmirgent citizeniship o confront the entrenched regimes of G-
zenship enequalities (p. 310, It is true shour Indiin cities too, though
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the emengence of judicial activissn against ‘encroachmens” put pres-
sares on the resistance movement, [n this context, Bhan focusey on
the need of judicialization of resistince fe., change in the nature of
resestance to face the hostile namre of an active judiciary. [n this
regard he gives three suggestions to urban social movemenm: firse,
ehew must claim the ciry and nor juse the by second, they must
challenge the foundanon of their exclusion: notions of properry, and
the value of kind and the wse public land; thind, the movement shoulkd
challenge judicialization of politics and for this purpese they shoubd
focus-on the legislative power of the Executive and Pariamant [pp.
25053, Indsed tribal and other foress dwelling commundses have
successhally put seriow pressure on the political des o eracy berrer
lawrs For them and the Fereir Righte Aet
JO0 ix an imporant examiple of their fue-
cess, Indeed b many areas wibal scrivises
gor the decree of bow o fight the cares
agatngt titbals in the Cowrr,

It is imporant oo nore that chough
Bhan b not presenced any denailed cri-
cal evaluation of Chatterjee’s framework,
ke has shown thar an ‘encroacher’, living
with spatial Hlegality, cannot posses what
{Chamerjer calls, ‘the moml connomson of
sharing in the wversignty of the stace’ thar
i implied withdn the chizenship (p, 291
Indeed “judicial wrbanem’ s a serous chal-
lengs to the idea thar polirical sociery and
FRulfill s meed by it mobdlization. Delhi
High Courts decision releted oo the evic-
tion of ket sealed the fare of Tanuna
riverhank banrs of Drelhi:

Though the book is thearedcally rich
and presents a profound ethnographic
analysiz of both the lived expeniences of
people and the Courr cases, there are some
aspects which should bave been focused
on in detail: firse, throwghour the book
bartis have been presented as a meawalithic
caregory. Is there any relarionship beoween
evicions and the composition of the population of a fas? Are the
expeticnees of evicred: populations the same! In the monclusion the
aurhor has underlied that urban social movements are divided on
the basis of casce and religion and there is need to develop dan “ineee-
acrion as well as intecsection’ (p. 2510 sceoss these claime and the
city offers & possihilicy for this. There s, however, oeed to analyse
this aspect more chosely, Second, theagh he presenms the ides of ‘Hawa'
{trend) within the Court 1 the direction of a particalar kind of
thinkirg, and he quors Jowshar Baja to describe the definition of
*Hawd, "the bavw of the Court 15 the mnse pou et of whar che polin-
cal climare of the Coore'is..." (po 39, the author has it ‘presented
the reason behind the changing narure and ol of PILs and judical
activigm, particulady in the urbin arcas, Third, there i oo system-
atic analysis of the relarionship, berween the peaple living in feentr
and their represeniives (MPs, MLAS or the mepresencacive in Mapar
Migam).

gﬂHﬂm[. through his innevative conception of judicial urban-
inars the wuthor hat undedlined the onprecedented inmervention by
the pudiciary in the differens aspects of wrban life and s negative
imnpace on cheir existence in @ ‘world class coyr',
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